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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

2. Claims 13-19. 21 and 23-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (b) as being 
anticipated by Mayeul (European Patent Application No EP0926909A2 as cited by 
applicant). 

Regarding Claim 13, a method for fonA^arding a signaling message embodied 
accordance with a first signaling protocol from a first device within a first network to a 
second device within a second network, comprising: receiving the signaling message; 
connecting the first and second networks by a third network (See Fig 4, Users 10 and 
30); providing a network access device in the third network (See Fig.4, User 40); 
transferring the signaling message from the first device to the network access device by 
tunneling the message through the third network (See Col.4, Lines35-38); determining if 
the first signal protocol and a second signaling protocol supported by the second device 
are the same protocol, the determination made by the network access device and 
based on a target datum identifying the second device (See Col.4, Lines40-49); if the 
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protocols are the same the method further comprising converting the signaling message 
into the second signaling protocol, transferring the converted signaling message to the 
second device by tunneling the message through the third network (See Col.5, Lines 
17-22); and if the protocols are not the same the method further comprising transferring 
the signaling message to the second device by tunneling the message through the third 
network (See CoL5, Lines 17-22). 

Regarding Claim 14, the method according to claim 13, wherein protocol 
conversion is handled by the network access device (See Col.4, Lines 33-55). 

Regarding Claim 15, the method according to claim 13, wherein the network 
access device performs functions of a telecommunication device, which serves for a 
switching of a connection for a transfer of voice data in a private data transfer network 
(see Page. 13, Fig 5). 

Regarding Claim 16, the method according to claim 13, wherein the network 
access device switches a connection that transfers voice data in a private data transfer 
network (see Page. 13, Fig 5). 
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Regarding Claim 17, the method according to claim 16, wherein a data transfer 
network functions according to the Internet protocol (See Col.1 , Lines 36-43). 

Regarding Claim 18, the method according to claim 13, wherein the networl^ 
access device perfomns a network access function for a plurality of terminal devices of a 
local data network (See Col.1 , Lines 32-34).. 

Regarding Claim 19, the method according to claim 13, wherein the network 
access device perfomns a network access function for a central device of a plurality of 
local data transfer networks, the central device perform services for a plurality of 
terminal devices of a data transfer network (See Col.3, Lines 55-58 and Col 4, Lines 1- 
2). 

Regarding Claim 21, the method according to claim 13, further comprising: 
reading the target datum with an access function that reads target data of various 
signaling protocols; and determining the first signaling protocol of the received signaling 
message (See Col.5, Lines 11-22). 
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Regarding Claim 23, the method according to claim 13, further comprising: 
storing the first protocol signal in a storage device; and deciding if a protocol conversion 
is required after the storage step (See Col.8, Lines 50-56). 

Regarding Claim 24, the method according to claim 13, wherein the signaling 
message relates to a transfer of voice data and/or to the performance of additional 
service features for the transfer of voice data (See Col.7, Lines 44-49). 

Regarding Claim 25, the method according to claim 24, wherein the transfer of 
voice data is in an operating data packet (See Col.1 1 , Lines 49-51 ). 

In addition using data packet in ISDN is inherent. 

Regarding Claim 26, a program for determining if a signaling message embodied 
accordance with a first signaling protocol supported by a first device requires conversion 
to a second signaling protocol supported by a second device (See Fig.5), comprising: a 
receiver for receiving the signaling message; a target datum identifying the second 
device and thereby identifying the second signaling protocol; a comparator that 
compares the first signaling protocol of the signaling message with the second signaling 
protocol; and a converter that converts the signaling message into the second signaling 
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protocol if the comparator indicates the first and second signaling protocols are different 
(See Col.4, Lines 33-55). 

Regarding Claim 27, the program according to claim 26, wherein the converter 
transfers the signaling message to a network access device to do the conversion (See 
Col.8. Lines 13-22). 

Regarding Claim 28, the program according to claim 26, further comprising a 
storage interface that stores the signaling message (See Col.8, Lines 50-56). 

Regarding Claim 29, the program according to claim 26, further comprising a 
transferring section that transfers the signaling message to the second device (See 
Page 14, Fig 6). 

Regarding Claim 30, a network access device for fonA/arding a signaling 
message from a first device in a first device in a first network to a second device in a 
second network (See Fig 4, Users 10 and 30), comprising: a control device for 
evaluating the signaling message and determining the second terminal device; a 
compare device that compares a first signaling protocol of the signaling message 
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received from the first device and a second signaling protocol supported by the second 
device; and a transfer device that transfers the signaling message to the second device 
(See Col.4, Lines 33-55), 

Regarding Claim 31, the network access device according to claim 30, further 
comprising an interface that accesses a storage device, the storage device comprising 
an association between a tenminal device and a server as well as an association 
between a protocol and the server (See Col.8, Lines 47-58). 

Regarding Claim 32, the networl< access device according to claim 30, further 
comprising a conversion device that converts the signaling message embodied 
according to the first signaling protocol to a second signaling message protocol (See 
Col.8, Lines 13-22). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
Invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 20 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Mayeul In view Xu (US Patent No 6738390). 



Regarding Claim 20, IVIayeul disclose all of the limitations as applied to claim 13. 

Mayeul does not specifically disclose the first and second signaling protocols are 
selected from the group consisting of SIP, H.323. QSIG, SIP based, H.323 based, QSIG 
based, and combinations thereof. Xu teaches the first and second signaling protocols 
are selected from the group consisting of SIP, H.323, QSIG. SIP based, H.323 based. 
QSIG based, and combinations thereof (See Col.1, Lines 9-12 and Lines 66-67 and 
Col.2, Lines 1-15). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to mount SIP, H.323 taught by Xu onto the network system 
as shown in Mayeul, in order to protocol conversion so that the systems become well 
organized. 

Regarding Claim 22, Mayeul and Xu disclose all of the limitations as applied to 
claim 20. Further, Mayeul disclose no protocol conversion is required if the first and 
second signaling protocols are in a same protocol family (See Col.5, Lines 20-22). 
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Conclusion 

5. Any response to this Office Action should be faxed to (571 ) 273-8300 or Mailed 
to: 

Commissioner for Patents, 

P.O.Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to 

Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ramtin Kangarloo whose telephone number is (571 ) 
270-3452. The examiner can nomrially be reached on Monday to Thursday 7:30 AM to 
5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Benny Tieu can be reached on (571 ) 272-7490. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/525,778 



Page 10 



Art Unit: 4177 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infonnhation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Ramtin Kangarloo 
Examiner Art Unit 4177 
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